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afflicted the whole empire, but particularly Judaea. When the Christians
of Antioch heard of the miseries which their brethren there suffered, they
made a charitable collection to the utmost of their abilities, which they sent
by St Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, for the relief of the distressed in
that church. The bearers of this seasonable alms, having executed their
commission, came back to Antioch, which church then flourished exceed-
ingly, and in it were many eminent doctors and holy prophets: among
these the chief were Barnabas, Simon surnamed Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manahen, and Saul or Paul.

It seems to have been about this time that St Paul was favoured with
his most extraordinary ecstasy, in which he was taken up into the third
heaven or paradise, and heard and saw most sublime mysteries, which man
could not utter; of which he speaks fourteen years after.1 For his humilia-
tion under these favours, he was molested with a sting of the flesh, and the
buffets of Satan,2 by which St Chrysostom and Theodoret understand
persecutions, St Basil 5 some corporal infirmity, as a violent headache; but
St Austin,4 St Jerom,5 Bede, and St Thomas a temptation of the flesh;
which opinion Godeau has attempted to prove by an elegant dissertation.
This apostle, not satisfied with his incredible labours, chastised his body
also with severe fasting, watchings, and other great mortifications, fearing
lest whilst he preached to others, he might himself fall into dangers and
forfeit his crown.6 He feared no dangers, was deterred by no difficulties,
nor daunted by any torments, or death in any form, in so noble a cause;
but rejoiced in the greatest sufferings, fatigues, and labours, that he might
make God everywhere known, and might endeavour with his whole strength
to bring all men to his most sweet and holy love. He esteemed himself
for this a debtor to the whole world, Greeks and barbarians, the wise and
the unwise, learned and unlearned, Jews and Gentiles. This pure love of
God and ardent zeal for his glory could not have kindled this holy flame
and consumed in him all earthly affections had he not been crucified to
the world and dead to himself. In this disposition he so studied Christ
crucified as to put on his sentiments, and to animate himself with the
perfect spirit of his divine meekness, patience, charity, and humility. He
could say with confidence that he carried the marks of the precious wounds
of Christ in his own body, that with him he was nailed to the cross, that
he would glory in no other thing save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and that he no longer lived himself, but that Christ lived in him. God
was pleased to call his servant to this great work at a time when the doctors
at Antioch were employed in preaching, and were joined by the faithful in
fasting and prayer, which pious public exercises have always attended the
election of new ministers in the church. The Holy Ghost commanded,
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